
EIFFEL PROGRAM

VADE-MECUM
(Vade-mecum applicable whatever the year of selection)

The Eiffel scholarship program has two components:

• a master's component, which makes it possible to finance a diploma course at master's level, from 12 to 36 

months;

• a doctoral component, which makes it possible to finance 12-month mobility.

PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAM

1. Program objectives

The Eiffel scholarship program is a tool developed by the Ministry in charge of foreign affairs to enable French 

higher education establishments to attract the best foreign students to graduate courses at master's and doctoral 

level.

It helps to train future foreign decision-makers, from the private and public sectors, in priority fields of study, and to 

stimulate applications from students from emerging countries for the master's level and from emerging and 

industrialized countries for the doctorate level.

2. Fields of study

The four major fields of study concerned by the Eiffel scholarships are:

-

-

-

The right ;

Economy and management;

Engineering sciences for master's level, sciences in the broad sense for doctorate level (engineering 

sciences; exact sciences: mathematics, physics, chemistry and life sciences, nano and biotechnologies, 

earth sciences, universe and environment, information and communication sciences and technologies);

The political sciences.-

3. Study levels
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French higher education institutions which present candidates for the Eiffel program undertake to register them:

-

-

-

either in training leading to a master's degree; either in an engineering degree;

either as a doctorate within the framework of a joint supervision or co-supervision of a thesis with 

a foreign higher education partner.

4. Duration of scholarship

For the two parts of the Eiffel program, the scholarship is awarded for the academic year corresponding 

to the call for applications.

The start of the stay must be between September 1 and December 31 of the year in which the scholarship is 

awarded.

No postponement of the scholarship is possible.

The stay is financed by the scholarship only for periods taking place in France, except in certain cases for 

periods of internships or exchanges, see below.

4.1. Master level

The scholarship is awarded for a period of:

- 12 months maximum when registering for M2;

- 24 months maximum for enrollment in M1;

- 36 months maximum for the preparation of an engineering degree.

It is awarded on condition that the student has fulfilled the academic obligations for each year of the course.

If the scholarship holder follows intensive prior language training, he may benefit from the Eiffel scholarship for a 

maximum of 2 months during this training, if it is clearly indicated in the application file and it cannot be requested 

a posteriori.

The Eiffel scholarship does not cover the cost of this training.

4.1.a. Internships and exchanges

By internship, it is understood: "a temporary period of setting in a professional environment during which the 

student acquires professional skills and uses the acquired knowledge of his training with a view to obtaining a 

diploma or 'a certification. The trainee is entrusted with one or more missions in accordance with the educational 

project defined by his educational establishment and approved by the host organization. Any student wishing to do 

an internship is offered an internship agreement by the higher education establishment ”.

Traineeship : This is an integral part of the training course and is taken into account for obtaining the diploma. The 

procedures for validating the internship for obtaining the diploma are set out in the diploma regulations. The 

student-grant holder must obtain the agreement of the teacher responsible for his diploma to carry out an 

internship. This must be the subject of an internship agreement. As part of the Eiffel scholarship, the
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agreement must be sent to Campus France within one week minimum, before the start of the internship.

International exchange or mobility: University exchange or mobility to another campus - including international 

ones - must be strictly compulsory for obtaining the diploma and must appear in the diploma template. As part of 

the Eiffel scholarship, the student-scholarship holder must notify Campus France of the dates of his mobility.

In the case of a compulsory internship or exchange carried out abroad, the maintenance of the scholarship is 

capped at a maximum duration of 1 year provided that the period spent abroad does not exceed the total period 

spent in France .

Compulsory internship or exchange: The scholarship holder who performs an internship retains the benefit of his 

scholarship only when it is a compulsory internship / exchange that appears in the model of the training for which the 

scholarship was awarded and within the maximum duration of scholarship awarded.

In all other cases, the scholarship is interrupted for the duration of the internship / exchange.

Optional internship or exchange: This is at the initiative of the student-grant holder who wishes

enhance one's course and the grant allocation is systematically stopped1 for the duration of any internship or 

exchange that is not considered compulsory by the training model. The rules applicable in this case are those of 

hyphenation (see 4.1.b)

4.1.b. Hyphenation

By caesura, it is understood: “a supervised caesura year allows students to suspend studies for one year. The 

motivations of students who wish to benefit from this year without risking interrupting their studies can be diverse. 

They can take a different course, do an internship in a company or civic service, join an association, work in a 

company or start a project to create an activity. "

The cut-off period is authorized but leads to the end of the stock market, with a possible postponement of the stock 

market.

The allowances as well as the status of Bursary of the French Government will be fixed during the gap 
period.
In the event that the stock market is stopped, no service can be maintained. Thus, if the student-scholarship holder 

resides in a student residence provided by Campus France, the student-scholarship holder must return his 

accommodation on the date the scholarship ends.

The request for a gap year must be sent to Campus France at least 2 months before the start of the 

period. This must specify the period concerned (start date and end date), and the motivations related to the 

scholarship holder's project.

Campus France should also be informed 1 month before the return date of the gap.

In all cases, hyphenation returns must be announced no later than July 31 of the return year. Any return of 

a hyphenation not announced within this period does not guarantee the resumption of payment of the grant.

A single gap year may be granted during the period of the grant awarded. This cannot be less than or greater 

than 1 year.

The signing of an apprenticeship or professionalization contract by an Eiffel scholarship holder automatically stops 

benefiting from the scholarship. In the event that the stock market is stopped, no service can be maintained. Thus, 

if the student-grant holder resides in
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in a student residence provided by Campus France, the student-grant holder must return his accommodation on 

the date the grant ends.

4.2. PhD level

The Eiffel scholarship is awarded for a period of 12 months in France.

As an exception, the 12-month scholarship in France may, after approval by the selection committee, be split up 

to three stays at most. Each stay in France cannot be less than 4 months. In any case, the scholarship may not 

extend beyond 24 months, periods outside France included.

Splitting of the grant: a calendar of stays must be defined and communicated to Campus France on the 1st er stay. In 
case of modification of the schedule, after 1 er

stay, it is compulsory to communicate the new dates at least 2 months before the date of the next stay. 

Failure to comply with these deadlines does not guarantee the resumption of payment of the grant.

Only law scholarship students have the opportunity to take French courses at the same time as their studies.

The request must be made in the application file.

If language training is not explicitly requested in the application file, it cannot be requested later.

5. Planned benefits

5.1. Master level

Eiffel scholarship holders receive a monthly allowance of € 1,181 (€ 1,031 maintenance allowance + € 150 

monthly allowance), to which is added the direct coverage of several services:

- International transport: an international transport ticket including a return plane ticket, Country of 

origin - France;

NB: The scholarship student has a maximum of one year after the end of his scholarship to assert his 

right to repatriation.

- National transport: implementation of the train journey by Campus France to the first place of stay;

Implementation of the train journey by Campus France from the last place of stay to the airport for 

the return;

- Local transport: reimbursement of up to 50 euros for the student-scholarship's journey between the 

airport or train station and his first place of accommodation (taxi or public transport, etc.);

- Campus France social protection, the time to join social security

f French for non-nationals of the European Economic Area;
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- Complementary health (mutual); the student-grant holder is required to affiliate, within 2 months of 

his arrival in France, to a mutual. The membership fee is refunded upon presentation of proof, up to a 

ceiling amount valid regardless of the length of membership, set annually by the Ministry in charge of 

foreign affairs.

Campus France is authorized to suspend payment of the maintenance allowance and all ancillary 

services, if the scholarship student is not able to provide, from the second month of his arrival, proof 

of his affiliation to a mutual.

- Cultural activities.

They can also benefit from an additional allowance for accommodation, for accommodation outside university 

residences, on presentation of the first rent receipt as well as a copy of the rental contract within 3 months of 

signing the lease.

5.2. PhD level

Eiffel scholarship holders receive a monthly allowance of € 1,400, until December 31, 2020, then € 1,700 from 1 er January 

2021 to which is added the direct coverage of several services:

- International transport: an international transport ticket including a return plane ticket, Country of 

origin - France;

NB: only one return trip will be covered, including for doctoral students, who have indicated in the 

application file a fractional stay grant

- National transport: implementation of the train journey by Campus France to the first place of stay;

Implementation of the train journey by Campus France from the last place of stay to the airport for the 

return;

- Local transport: reimbursement of up to 50 euros for the student-scholarship's journey between the 

airport or train station and his first place of accommodation (taxi or public transport, etc.);

- Campus France social protection, the time to join social security

f French for non-nationals of the European Economic Area;

- Complementary health (mutual); the student-grant holder is required to affiliate, within 2 months of 

his arrival in France, to a mutual. The membership fee is refunded upon presentation of proof, up to a 

ceiling amount valid regardless of the length of membership, set annually by the Ministry in charge of 

foreign affairs.

Campus France is authorized to suspend payment of the maintenance allowance and all ancillary 

services, if the scholarship student is not able to provide, from the second month of his arrival, proof 

of his affiliation to a mutual.

NB: In the case of split stays, the membership fee is refunded on presentation of proof, and will be 

prorated according to the length of the stay.

- Cultural activities.
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They can also benefit from an additional allowance for accommodation, for accommodation outside university 

residences, on presentation of the first rent receipt as well as a copy of the rental contract within 3 months of 

signing the lease.

5.3. For both strands, master's and doctorate

To receive the first installment of the monthly allowance, the scholarship holder must begin his studies at his host 

establishment in France. Any stoppage of the stock market implies the stopping of all services.

Tuition fees are not covered by the Eiffel program.

The Ministry in charge of foreign affairs expects establishments, for which it promotes international influence 

through this program, that they agree to apply to the laureates the best financial conditions.

For students admitted to public institutions, it is recalled that the status of French government scholarship holder 

exempts them from paying administrative registration fees.

Eiffel scholarship holders will be affiliated to Campus France social protection pending their affiliation to French 

social security, which must be done quickly.

Eiffel scholarship holders must register on the site:

https://etudiant-etranger.ameli.fr/#/ to benefit from French social security. The

site East available in version french and English.

The European students holders of a European Health Insurance Card

have no action to take. They continue to have access to healthcare and to benefit from reimbursement of medical 

expenses.

NB: The student-grant holder has 12 months maximum from the end of his scholarship to assert his 

right to repatriation.

Implementation of the return ticket by Campus France or reimbursement if the ticket is purchased by the 

student. Reimbursement is made on the basis of an average cost which varies

according to the zoned geographical.
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SELECTION PROCESS

6. Conditions of eligibility

- Nationality: this program is reserved for applicants of foreign nationality. Binational applicants, one of 

whose nationalities is French, are not eligible.

- Age : Masters level, the candidate must be 25 years old or less during the 2020 application campaign; i.e. 

born after March 1995.

Doctoral level, the candidate must be at most 30 years old during the 2020 application campaign; i.e. born 

after March 1990.

- Origin of the files: only applications sent by French establishments are admissible. The latter undertake to 

register the laureates in the training for which they have been selected. Applications sent by other means 

are not admissible. In addition, a candidate presented by more than one institution will see his application 

rejected.

- The training courses concerned: Candidates likely to enter training leading to a master's level diploma, 

including in engineering schools, and doctoral candidates are eligible. Only training courses accredited by 

the French state are eligible. French training courses abroad are not concerned.

Training under an apprenticeship or professionalization contract is not eligible for the Eiffel scholarships.

Cumulation of scholarships: foreign students already benefiting from a scholarship from the French 

government under another program, at the time of application, are not eligible, even if it is a scholarship 

that only covers the social Security.

- Eiffel scholarship master component: the application of a student whose file was not selected during a 

previous selection is not admissible, even if this application is submitted by a different establishment or in 

another field of study. The application of a student who has already benefited from an Eiffel scholarship at 

master's level is not admissible for this same level.

- Eiffel scholarship doctoral component: institutions can present for a doctoral scholarship a candidate 

who has already received an Eiffel scholarship at master's level. A candidate who has already benefited 

from an Eiffel scholarship as part of his doctorate is not eligible again for an Eiffel scholarship. The 

application of a student whose file was not selected during a previous selection for this level is not 

admissible, even if this application is submitted by a different establishment or in another field of study.

- Language level : establishments which preselect non-French-speaking candidates must ensure that their 

linguistic level matches the level required by the training.

Students studying abroad are priority on those who already reside in France.
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7. Calendar

- Online posting of application files: week of September 28, 2020;

- Deadline for receipt of applications by Campus France: January 8, 2021;

- The student will have to contact the establishment which will present his application, to know the deadline 

for submitting his request within the services of this establishment;

- Publication of results: week of March 22, 2021.

The announcement of the results in March, allows students who apply for other scholarship programs, to 

be aware of the Eiffel proposal and to determine their choice of studies.

The Eiffel grant cannot be combined with another grant from the French government, nor with an Erasmus 

+ grant, nor with a grant from the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie. If a laureate finds himself in this 

case, he will have to renounce one of the two scholarships. If he renounces the Eiffel scholarship, he 

must inform Campus France, operator of the Ministry in charge of foreign affairs, by email.

8. Presentation of candidatures

8.1. French higher education institutions preselect the

candidates that they present to the Eiffel program among the best foreign students whom they wish 

to welcome in training.

8.2. Establishments complete, complete and then submit

online application (The application files are specific to each component). They must ensure that they 

present files that meet the criteria defined for this program. The total duration of the training, the 

compulsory internships in France or abroad, must be clearly indicated in the application file. Each 

establishment cannot submit more than 40 applications per field for the master's section.

Incomplete application files will be rejected.

8.3. Until January 8, 2021, latest deadline, the establishments communicate to

Campus France list of applications submitted online This digitized document must include the 

establishment's stamp as well as the signature of the head of the establishment (university president 

or school director), or his representative. It will be scanned and sent by email to the address:

candidatures.eiffel@campusfrance.org

9. Selection of Eiffel program scholarship holders

The cooperation and cultural action services (SCAC) within French embassies are consulted and give an opinion 

on the projects of candidates from their countries of residence for the master's section.
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The selection is made by a commission composed of four colleges of experts (one per field of study). The 

members of these colleges cannot evaluate the files presented by establishments to which they are institutionally 

linked.

The evaluation of the files takes into account the opinions issued by diplomatic posts.

The selection criteria are:

- The excellence of the candidate, as it emerges from his previous university career and for the doctorate, 

the innovative nature of his research subject;

-

This involves demonstrating how welcoming this student will strengthen the institution's strategy and international 

visibility (strong existing cooperation with the country and the applicant's home institution, registration in the fields 

of excellence the establishment's international influence, implementation of monitoring of international alumni 

and joint with the platform France Alumni

( https://www.francealumni.fr/fr ), quality of the reception of international students in particular via the Bienvenue en 

France label, promotion of the Eiffel program and more broadly of French government scholarship holders in 

communication).

The correspondence of the profile with the international policy of the establishment: it

- The cooperation and partnership policy of the Ministry in charge of foreign affairs, in particular the 

priority given to certain countries for this program.

The commission assigns marks to the candidates according to these three criteria. It determines an eligibility 

threshold and, depending on the number of scholarships available, allocates them as follows:

- A minimum of 70% of the scholarships is awarded on the basis of the best grades obtained;

- The remaining percentage is distributed among the institutions that did not obtain a grant, based on eligible 

applications.

The files thus selected constitute the final list of laureates.

10. Publication of results

The list of winners is posted on the Campus France website:

www.campusfrance.org/fr/eiffel

Each establishment receives all the results for the files it has submitted.

There is no communication on the decisions of the commission which is sovereign.

11. Intervention of French embassies

The cooperation and cultural action services (SCAC) can assist institutions that so wish in identifying and 

selecting the best students from their country of residence.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The Ministry in charge of foreign affairs has entrusted the management of the EIFFEL program to Campus France.

All information can be found on: www.campusfrance.org/fr/eiffel

For any practical questions, write to: candidatures.eiffel@campusfrance.org
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